
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 11th DECEMBER 2003. 

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 



Becky Withers – Vice Chair 





Yvonne Bradbury



Tim Harker



David Brown




Jonny Sykes



Nick Conder




David Clark – Parish Clerk


ITEM 1 :
APOLOGIES
  : Cllr P Veasey KDC and PC John Davies.
ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  There were none. 

ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 6th November 2003 was proposed by 

N Conder, seconded by J Sykes,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 4 :
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Chestnut Tree at Upper Chute Green (Item 4.4) :  The Clerk advised that Mr Pocock had scheduled the approved work for 16 January 2004.

4.2
Neighbourhood First Responder Unit (Item 4.5) :  T Harker reported on a briefing held jointly by St John Ambulance and Wiltshire Ambulance Service(WAS). The formation of such Units is a relatively recent initiative fully supported by WAS since the deployment of such volunteers ahead of the arrival of an ambulance can and does save lives. Detail of training etc can be found on the St John Ambulance web-site. 

4.2.1
T Harker noted that the response to the article in the recent issue of the Chronicle had been disappointing and insufficient to establish a Unit.  However the potential value of such a volunteer Unit to the community was considerable and it was agreed that efforts to encourage and facilitate it’s formation should continue.   It was noted that the training and operating requirements were much less intimidating than was probably understood and it was agreed that T Harker should determine if WAS/St John Ambulance would be prepared to address the community.   If so the next step would be to generate sufficient interest to justify such a Public Meeting.  The Clerk advised that CFPC had e.mailed him to record their strong support for the initiative and to promise their support for any further action. Action : T Harker
 4.3
Supply of maps identifying residences (Item 4.6) : J Sykes produced working copies of the maps obtained.   It was agreed that the detail of properties and their names should be up-dated:  the Clerk to circulate a copy for this purpose.   Once this was done an updated copy should be sent to KDC for action.   It was also agreed that use of these particular maps should be reserved for approved purposes such as Emergency Planning.  Action : Clerk
4.4
Review of Anti-Social behaviour (Item 4.7) : the Clerk confirmed that he had written to the KDC Community Safety Officer seeking advice of possible initiatives to prevent anti-social behaviour by youths and possible funding sources.  He advised that a telephoned response had been restricted to advice of two possible sources of expertise.  It was decided that further data was required before the matter could be taken forward..   As a first step the Clerk should seek advice of the age composition and profile of the parish from the census information believed to be held by KDC.  Action : Clerk 

4.5
Community Cleansing Grant (Item 4.9)   The Clerk advised that a grant of £150 had been approved, as sought, and would be issued by KDC early in the next F/Y.
4.6
Floral Appreciation to Internal Auditor (Item 5)  Y Bradbury confirmed that flowers had been sent to Mrs N Orlick.  Refund of the £25.50 cost to be arranged for the next meeting. Action : Clerk
4.7
North Wessex AONB Council Membership (Item 11.1)   J Sykes indicated that he was prepared to accept nomination.  The Clerk to arrange application in accord with agreement at last meeting.  Afternote – in the event this action failed to meet the deadline of 14th November.   
4.8
Post Office (Item 14.1)   The Chair reported that he had had a meeting with a member of ‘Post Watch’ who remained hopeful that a service could be maintained as a satellite of another Post Office in the area.
4.9
Village Design Statement (Item 14.3)  The Chair said that he had had further discussions with members of the VDS Team and had been advised that new blood was hoped to enable action to be expedited.
4.10
Briefing on Flooding (Item 14.5)  It was agreed that no further action should be taken on this item.

ITEM 5 :  NEW TREE AT UPPER CHUTE GREEN
5.1
KDC advice had been that the work now sanctioned would not guarantee a long life for the Chestnut tree.  The proposal put, as per Item 6 of last minutes,  was therefore that a potential replacement should be planted close to the Chestnut.  It was agreed by all that an English Oak of approx two to three metres in height should be planted at a spot not too close to the roads (Butts Hill and Forest lane).  J Sykes offered to obtain (and plant) such a tree from an existing farm contract for a cost estimated at c£20.00.   This was agreed by all to be acceptable.  Action : J Sykes & Clerk
ITEM 6 :  REPLACEMENT OF FINGER SIGNPOSTS
6.1
It had been agree at the last meeting that such posts should ideally be replaced using traditional materials and methods rather than the plastic ones available from the Highway Authority.  The Chair had therefore approached the parishioner who had renovated the sign by the War memorial with considerable skill – Mr John Turner.  He was prepared to undertake similar work on the 3 posts nominated for replacement.   The first at the foot of Forest Lane, the second at the foot of Hookwood Lane and the third at Chute Standen. His estimate of cost was circa £360.00 based primarily on cost of materials.   It was agreed that this work should be undertaken in the forthcoming financial year provided that the cost could be justified as part of the Precept – afternote: £360.00 included in Precept.
ITEM 7 :  QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL STATUS
7.1
The Chair summarised the discussion as a consensus that the Council & Clerk already provided a ‘Quality’ service to the community.  Further that it was by no means certain that work and expense involved in achieving ‘Quality’ status would be justified by additional benefit to the community.  However,  it seemed that the future of the Council might be in doubt if it failed to achieve recognition under the Quality Parish Council Scheme and in such circumstances the community would lose it’s voice.
7.2
The Clerk was asked if he was prepared to seek qualification in the form of the Portfolio submission for the AQA Certificate in Local Council Administration.   He stated that if the Council wished to seek Quality Status he would necessarily do so.
7.3
After further discussion it was proposed by D Brown, seconded by B Withers and agreed by all,  that a decision on whether to seek recognition as a Quality Parish should be taken during the forthcoming year (2004/2005). In the meantime Members should seek to clarify the potential benefits for the community – beginning with the following actions: 
7.3.1    The Clerk would circulate the explanatory booklet ‘The Quality Parish & Town Council Scheme’ issued by the ODPM in June 2003. This would be accompanied by ‘The Portfolio Guide & Assessment Criteria’ for qualification of the Clerk since this gives insights into the Quality approach. Action : Clerk
7.3.2   As a minimum, the Chair would attend one or more of the new training events for Council members which are to be organised by WALC in the coming months. Action : Chair
7.3.3   Some enabling funding should be included in the FY 2004/05 Precept to cover training etc – afternote: £300 (circa half = six months assessed cost) included in Precept.
ITEM 8 :  PAYMENT TO VILLAGE HALL
8.1
Payment of £16.50 for use of the Village Hall for the July & September meetings was proposed by J Sykes, seconded by N Conder and agreed by all.

 ITEM 9 :  CHILDREN’S ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE
9.1
   B Withers advised that Di Merritt had been nominated by the Youth Group. The Clerk advised that Mike Winterbourne had agreed to seek agreement for an informal meeting between local representatives and interested agencies to establish the best approach.

 ITEM 10 :   CHILDREN’S PLAY FACILITY PROPOSAL
10.1
The Clerk confirmed that a letter acknowledging Mrs Mustey’s proposal had been sent to Knight Frank.   D Brown advised that he had spoken informally to Mrs Mustey expressing the surprise and appreciation of the Council.   As a first step in identifying the way ahead he had asked Tidworth Development Trust officers to identify any precedents and a model to follow: they are looking into this.
After discussion it was agreed that KDC should be advised and their advice sought: the Clerk to draft a letter for signature by the Chair.  Action : Clerk/Chair
ITEM 11 :   PRECEPT FOR F/Y  2004/05
11.1
The draft Precept of £3843 accompanying the Agenda (with supporting notes and a statement of projected reserves) was modified following extensive discussion to provide for the following costs/credits:-
Enabling funds for Quality Parish Council scheme
+ £300

Funding for renovation work on finger sign-posts
+ £360

New English Oak sapling for Upper Chute Green
+ £  20

Additional VAT recoveries in 2003/04  b/fd             -  £  23
11.2
The resultant Precept of £4500.00, representing an increase of £450.00 (11%) on F/Y 2003/04 – or approximately £3.00 on a band D property in the new year – was then proposed by D Brown, seconded by Y Bradbury and agreed by all.
ITEM 12 : MODIFICATIONS TO KENNET LOCAL PLAN
12.1
The Chair indicated that this document was available on the side table for perusal.
ITEM 13 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
Crime
The chair said that PC Davis had personally reported the sole arising - a recent theft of a large roll of Southern Electric cable from Chute Standen.

13.2
SEK CAF  D Brown provided a brief on the last SEKCAF meeting and drew particular attention to the moves to ensure that SEK CAF provided a clear channel of communication to Parish Councils for Tidworth Development Trust activities.

13.3
Rubbish on Causeway   After a general discussion of the growing trend for garden rubbish to be dumped on the Causeway the Clerk was asked to raise the matter in the Chronicle. Action : Clerk      
13.4
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 15th January 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting..
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Dated


